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LONDON—4 fey ﬁights before
Chl'ths, the lights blazed‘bright at the
g[ .

bassysmffledtheoompanymsm'gm'g
Christmas carols. The singing was in both
languages, and there Was much laughter
. joshing as the Americans Stumbled
over the phonetic Chinese in their song
sheets and the Chinese tried to get their

.« Itwasa memorable scene, made more
.sobythleirffctmatatthecenterofthe
. dircle, ¢ yenjoyhgﬂleﬁmandfeﬂow-
»Ship.wereBarbaraBushandherhus-
. gand, the President-elect of the United
. States,

*  Thiswas 3 Private occasion, not a state
; function. It was an invitation the Bushes
chose to accept, from the hundreds avajl.
able to them, because of their feeling for
.theambassadorandhiswifeandfor
China, It Was, unmistakably, an evening of
friendship, almost 2 family 8athering,
- Which ended with warm affirmations, on
both sides, of 5 desire to share more such

protocol-free gatherings during the Bygh-

es’ White Hoyse years,

or a balance of power in Asja,

It does more than test his €ommitment
to human rights against his recognition
the value of the Chinese sites from which
We monitor Soviet Space and missijle

with his Joss of 3 Senate raceAand ended
. With his defeat for the Republican presi-
tion,

. Cans imagined that

~ Compared to the experience as chair-

: man of the Republican National Commit-
- tee during Watergate, which came before

theso)ommChina,andrebmldingme
Central Intelligence Agency from the*
Nixon-era scandals, which came after-

ward, the interlude in Beijing, as head of
‘the U.S, Kaison

office, was a delightful

ite. v
rm!';arbara Bush went cyclig through the
city and the countryside, making friends

'asshewent.GeorgeBushusedthetemk
'courttomeetpeopbwhowowomep
wise have been oyt of reach for an envoy
to a government with which the Unjteq
States did pot have formaj diplomatic
relations,

Although they were called home early
when President Forq needed help at the
IA, the Bushes were fondly remem.
bered in Beiling, In the first year of the
Carter administration, when few Ameri-
i e Bush might
have an important roje in the nation’s
future, the Chinese extended hospitality,
. The Bushes were invited back, a5 private
" citizens, received by Deng Xiaoping and

allowed to visjt all the sites they had
h ’ ibet. The,

The Bushes went back to China sever-
. &l times during his vice presidential years
and, over the jections of some State

ent bureaucr:gts, visited Beijing

those officials who insisted there should
"be a reason for visiting a Commupjst
capital and carefy] Preparation for the
talks, Bush replied, in effect, that he felt it
* would be rude to be in the neighborhood
- and not pay a call on old friends, .
Friends they have in plenty in Beijing,
not only among the top officials byt
* among the younger generation of foreign
- office and ‘centra| government bureay-
Crats, who have served as escorts and
translators for the Bushes and the many
amily members ang friends they have
urged to visit China,
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As some of those aging top officials
order purges public executiong in an
effort o stifle g

The Bushes Were never blind to the
philosophicaj gulf between i

, lljdeology and the valye System that under-.

lieve that friendship, freely given and
eagerly reciprocated, could bridge those
differences,

It must be hard—agonizingty harg
‘recognize that may no¢ be the case,
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